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INTRODUCTION

What is Happening
with

REACH

Hong Kong 31.03.10
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REMINDER

• Registration, Evaluation, 
Authorisation and Restriction of 

Chemicals
• In force since 01.06.07

• 850 Pages of EU Legislation
• Covers both Human Health and 

Environmental Issues
• Non Compliance can mean goods 

will be banned from EU market
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• REACH is applicable to :

• Chemical Substances
• Chemical Preparations 

(Cocktails)
• Chemical Substances in 

Articles

REMINDER
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44

• European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) is responsible for all 
aspects of REACH

• REACH is about products and 
international Supply Chain 
Management

• REACH is becoming an extensive 
“RSL” with added complications

REMINDER
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Main Objectives of REACH
• Create a single system to regulate 

chemicals in the EU
• Improve the protection of human 

health and the environment from 
risks that can be posed by 
chemicals

REMINDERMake importers of 
substances, preparations 
and articles responsible 
for the chemical safety of 
product.
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REMINDER

• REACH (substances in articles) 
requires three main actions :

• Registration
• Notification
• Information / communication

(To downstream users)
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• Substances in Articles
• Substances must be registered 

with the European Chemical 
Agency (ECHA)

• If release of a substance “is 
intended under normal and 
reasonable foreseeable conditions 
of use

• “if more than 1000 kg per year, per 
legal, entity of the same substance 
is contained in the product range

REMINDER
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• What is an article ?
REACH Article 3.3 :
Article: means an object which during 

production is given a special shape, 
surface or design which determines 
its function to a greater degree than
does its chemical composition

REMINDER
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Intentional release 
(under normal or reasonable foreseeable 

conditions of use)
• Release related to a quality/function is 

intentional
• Release caused by wear and tear in 

general not considered intentional 
release

• Release caused by accidents are 
generally not intended (even if they may 
be reasonably foreseeable)

REMINDER
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Notification
The ECHA has to be notified by the 
EU importer if :

• A Substance of Very High 
Concern (SVHC) listed on the 
ECHA “candidate list” is 
present in an article above a 
concentration of 1000 ppm

• More than 1 ton per year is 
imported – in articles where 
1000 ppm is exceeded

REMINDER


